
          

 
Mandated Reporting, Criminal Behavior,  

and the Duty to Warn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introduction  

2. Mandated Reporting: The Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Law   
 

           
 Protection of the Child 

 Definitions of Child Abuse and What to Report  

 Physical abuse/injury  

 Emotional Abuse/Maltreatment  

 Sexual Abuse   

 Child Exploitation 

 Physical Neglect  

 Unlawful corporal punishment or injury  

 Willful harming, injuring or endangering a child 

 Willful cruelty or unjustifiable punishment   

3. Who Reports / Mandated Reporters include, among others:  

 Teachers; teacher’s aides or assistants 

 Child-care custodians  

 Health Practitioners (doctors, nurses, dentists, etc)  

 Mental Health Practitioners 

 Social Workers; Probation Officers  

 Child protective agencies 

 Animal control officers   

 Law Enforcement Personnel 

 Fire Fighters   

 Members of all recognized religious denominations  

 Commercial fee-for-service based film and photographic print processors   

 Child Visitation Monitor 

 Licensing agencies   

4. When Do You Report (Having Reasonable Suspicion)   

5. Safeguards for Mandated Reporters (Immunity from Criminal/Civil Liability)    

6. To Whom Do You Report  (Child Abuse Hotline)  

7. Liabilities for Failure to Make a Required Report  

8. Responsibility Rests with the One having Reasonable Suspicion)  



9. Anonymous Reporting  

10. Identifying abuse  

 Physical Indicators in the Child  

 Behavioral Indicators in the Child 

 Parental or Caregiver Clues  

 Environmental Problems   

11.  Guidelines to Determine Reasonable Suspicion 

  12. Some Warning Signs of Abuse and Neglect may include:   

 Frequents injures, such as cuts and bruises, burns, broken bones, bite marks   

 Behavior problems and/or learning problems  

 Depression; bad dreams 

 Fear for certain adults or places   

 Constant hunger or thirst; begging or stealing food  

 Fatigue or listlessness   

 Lack of interest in surroundings  

 Dirty hair or skin 

 Lack of supervision  

 Pain, bruising, or bleeding in the genitals  

 More knowledge about sex than in normal for child’s age 

 Hard-to-believe stories about how accidents occurred   

14. Suspected Elder Abuse (Dependent Adults and Seniors 65 or older)   

15. What Happens After a Report is made? 

16. Community Resources, Statewide Resources and National Resources  

17. Reporting Criminal Behavior and Rape      

18. Reasons for Making a Police Report (Calling 911)   

 Regaining a sense of personal control  

 Documenting that a crime was committed against you  

 Preserving evidence of the crime  

 Protecting others  

 Resources Available (911rape.org; rainn.org )    

18. Understanding the Duty to Warn  

 Evidence of threats communicated by family members  

 Modifying informed consent forms    

 Legal Issues  
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http://www.rainn.org/

